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Jackie Maxwell, celebrated director and dramaturge, is now in 
her ninth season as the Shaw Festival's Artistic Director. Born 
and educated in Belfast, Northern Ireland, Ms Maxwell studied 
Drama at the University of Manchester. She acted in both 
Ireland and England before coming to Canada in 1978. 
Throughout her long and varied career in Canada, Ms Maxwell 
has worked extensively as a freelance director and been 
instrumental in programme creation at many theatre 
companies. 


Ms Maxwell has been dramaturge and teacher for such 
institutions as the Banff Centre for the Arts, York University, 
George Brown College, Queen’s University, and especially the 
National Theatre School in Montreal. For eight years she was 
Guest Artist/Lecturer at the Graduate Centre for Study of 
Drama at the University of Toronto. In October 2005, Ms 
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Maxwell was the recipient of the National Theatre School’s For more information: 
prestigious Gascon-Thomas Award; in June 2007, she was cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca 
awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities from the cdnirish.concordia.ca 
University of Windsor and, in 2008, she was awarded the 514-848-2424 ext 8711 


Herbert Whittaker/Drama Bench Award, all in recognition of her 
exceptional achievements in Canadian theatre. 
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